Blast crisis of chronic granulocytic leukemia with mast cell and basophilic precursors.
The authors report a patient with Ph1-positive chronic granulocytic leukemia (CGL) who developed "blast crisis" after six years of chronic phase. The presence of mast cell precursors and basophil blasts was demonstrated by ultrastructural morphology and cytochemistry. Membrane phenotype studies with monoclonal antibodies helped in the further characterization of these cells. The possible implication of these findings in the origin of mast cells and the relationship of these cells with basophils are discussed.